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o THE BLAKE HOUSE R -
- Port Washington, (zaukee County, Wisconsin. -

Owner. Blake Femily

Date of Erection. 1845

Architect. Not known

Builder. Not known

"Present Condition. Good  ToRN Doww

Number of Stories. Two

Materials of Construction. Briek base, wood siding, shingle
roof., Brick chimneys. :

Other Existing Records. None known

Additional Data. The.Blekée Homestead is located at 51l Grand
Avenue in the city of Port Washington, Wiscornsin., It
was built in 1845 by one whose name has been forgotten
by this time. The house was first occupied by one
named Lyon Silvermamn. It was acquired by Barnum
Blake in 1862, Since that time it has been continu-
ously in the hands of the Bleke family, the present
tenant (since 1900) being a granddeughter of the first
Blake.

The house repressnts an interesting renderiung
in rather a pure but local type of Colonial work. Ry S
local is meant that it has all the oharacteristics of = =~
the local builder. Generally speaking a.local contractor -
always had his own bsg of tricks and he employed them
whenever he built the houees in the community. The Blake
house is no exception. The delicately moulded pilasters,
of which there are many at the house, have all been
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ornament ed with a peculiar itype of aurface decoration '

which makes cne feel that the jig saw wae already being

used when this house was erected. This same ornament

juat referred to is what might be termed "local color®, o
because it appears in other work in the community. '

An interesting feature of the house is the side
baleony with the triple head opening finished off with.
extremely flat arches most graceful in desigmn.

The plan is characteristi¢ of another day in that
there was a perlor, & sitting room, & library, all open-
ing off one another. No® these have all been tchanged to
one large room.

The trim el -the inside dcors and windows is about
as unusual as can be found iu the State. It ia highly i
ornamental and peculiar in profile. Weil-designed, though =
BH=be it is over-elaborate and over-eize for thia partie- =
ular house. o

Of all the houses in this locality thet were the
produet of this early day builder, this cne stande out
preeminently from the others, Ferched on a hill or high
terrece, it aesumes a commanding position and holds ite o
owh with many of the newer and more modern & 6a neighbors,_f:

ALEXANDER C. GUTH
District Officer.
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